“0

@
s
3

. YUGQSLAV_IA: < ‘Controversm! Party Plenum Opens

Orthodox party Ieaders see the Central Committee plenum rhat
opens today as a chance to stem growing liberalization in’ .
Yugoslavia, but they are likely 1o have only Umited success; the

L S plenum mzy eniy show the cen arty apparatus’s continued
Sy s e jnability to reassert influence. SO T

The plenum is being held at the behest of party conservatives—: -
. primarily leaders of some southern republics, the military, and internal
security forces, according to various sources. These hardliners are .
openly concerned about the regimsa’s lessening ability to control its :
many critics and are pushing for tighter control over the press and for . -
. S ; s restraints on ethnjc nahonahsm, public protests and buddmg polltical o
pIurahsm‘ s e

Reform-minded Ieaders——mamly from S|ovema and Serbla—wul put
~ up a strong defense of continued democratization. Media reporting -
.7 indicates they previously forced a two-month postponement of the
‘. plenum. The centrist majority in the leadership, meanwhile, will
.. support action only agamst extreme examples of dlssent and
: nauonahsm :

Serbian leaders are likely to- try to redirect debate toward ERE T
- the complaints of the ‘minority ethnic Serbs of Kosovo Province—who -~
"~ mounted two large protests last week. Serbian intellectuals secretly. "~ .

- ~organized similar protests last year and may have sparked the recent
confromat:ons to ensure federal dascussnon of thelr gnevances-

S The Central Commntee at best wm probably paper over difference
72~ in any final document. The plenum, theretore, will do little to slow the;:_ Ry
~ pace of liberalization or to pvercome differences between the ioosely &
“+. grouped factions. This, in turn, could lead to more Western-style
i openness, including increased political protests. As a result, the™
credibility of the central party would weaken even further and impair

. the iovernment leadership's abﬂity to 1mp|ement eﬁectxve poixcies Sri S
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